La quantité

e du/dela/deI’/des

- The partitive articles in French correspond to some or any in English. There are four
partitive articles (or three, if you don't include des, which is actually the plural indefinite
article).

Singular Plural

Masculine Feminine Before vowel or mute h

du dela de I' (masc + fem) des
du pain  delaglace de l'eau des pois
du thé de la biere de I'huile des haricots

- The partitive article indicates an unknown quantity of something, usually food or drink. It is
often omitted in English.

Avez-vous bu du thé ? - Did you drink some tea?
J'ai mangé de la salade hier - | ate salad yesterday.
Nous allons prendre des petits pois - We're going to have some peas.

- After a negative, du, de la, de I’ and des are replaced by de/d’.
Il mange du poulet =» il ne mange pas de poulet

Elle achete des vétements =» elle n’achéte pas de vétements
Nous avons de I’argent =» nous n’avons plus d’argent

e Other expressions of quantity
Du, de la, des and de I’ are replaced by de after the following expressions:

Beaucoup de... (a lot of)

Plus de... (more)

Moins de... (less)

Trop de... (too much/too many)
Assez de... (enough)

Tant de... (so much/so many)
Autant de... (as much/as many)
Un peu de... (a little)

. Peude... (very little)

10. Pas mal de... (quite a lot)

11. Un tas de... (plenty of)

12. Enormément de... (a great deal of)
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Exercice 1
Fill in the sentences with du, de la, des, de I’ or de/d”:

1. Jai deux freres mais je n’ai pas ......... soeur.
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Vous voulez boire ......... vinou ......... biere ?

Je prends ......... cours de yoga depuis avril.

Elle mange toujours ......... salade au déjeuner.

Tu peux m’acheter ......... bonbons au magasin?

Je ne veux pas ......... disputes entre vous!

Quand il fait chaud, je bois ......... eau en grande quantité.

A chaque fois qu’elle va en vacances, elle achéte ......... souvenirs.
Ce soir, tu préferes manger ......... omelette ou ......... quiche?

10 Dans mon lycée, nous n’avons pas ......... installations sportives.

Exercice 2
Translate into French:
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Do you want more vegetables?

| always have quite a lot of homework to do after school.
She never does any shopping on Saturdays.

They bought a great deal of clothes in New York.

He will rent some DVDs for tonight.

We have enough bread for diner.

There are too many students in this room.

| have very little money for the cinema.

They would like some chocolate with their coffees.

10 Our neighbours are making too much noise.



