
Le participe présent

• En + participle present is used to convey the idea of by doing something
The present participle is the form of the verb ending in –ant and is often used after en.

- Je me suis cassé la jambe en faisant du ski. I broke my leg while skiing.
- Elle a perdu son porte monnaie en descendant du bus. She lost her purse while getting  
off the bus.

• The present participle is derived from the nous form of the present tense. Remove 
the –ons ending and add –ant.

Examples :
Parler  nous parlons  parlant
Finir  finissons  finissant
Descendre  descendons  descendant

• Note!
There are only 3 exceptions:
Etre  étant
Avoir  ayant
Savoir  sachant

Exercice 1
Conjugate the verbs using the present participle:

1. Travailler = en… ………………………………………………….
2. Jouer = en… ………………………………………………….
3. Choisir = en… ………………………………………………….
4. Vendre = en… ………………………………………………….
5. Arrêter = en… ………………………………………………….
6. Connaître = en… ………………………………………………….
7. Aller = en… ………………………………………………….
8. Pouvoir = en… ………………………………………………….
9. Dormir = en… ………………………………………………….
10. Prendre = en… ………………………………………………….

Exercice 2
Translate into French:

1. While doing: ………………………………………………….
2. By being: ………………………………………………….
3. While ringing: ………………………………………………….
4. By swimming: ………………………………………………….



5. While finishing: ………………………………………………….
6. By having: ………………………………………………….
7. While building: ………………………………………………….
8. By bringing: ………………………………………………….
9. While eating: ………………………………………………….
10. By reading: ………………………………………………….
11.While answering: ………………………………………………….
12. By giving: ………………………………………………….
13.While dancing: ………………………………………………….
14. By knowing (sthg): ………………………………………………….
15.While receiving: ………………………………………………….
16. By going out: ………………………………………………….
17.While buying: ………………………………………………….
18. By finding: ………………………………………………….
19.While putting: ………………………………………………….
20. By writing: ………………………………………………….

Exercice 3
Rephrase the words underlined using the present participle:
Example: Si on fait du sport, on est en forme  En faisant du sport, on est en forme.

1. Si tu prends   un pull, tu auras moins froid.
2. Si elle finit   ses devoirs, elle pourra sortir en boite.
3. Si vous partez   avant midi, vous éviterez la circulation.
4. Si nous allons   à Paris, nous pourrons voir Pierre.
5. S’ils prennent   l’autoroute, ils iront plus vite.
6. Si tu visites   ce musée, tu verras des peintures célèbres.
7. Si vous   êtes   en forme, vous ferez ce marathon sans problèmes.
8. Si elle joue   au badminton, elle se détendra un peu.
9. Si je   révise   mon histoire ce soir, j’aurai une bonne note.
10. Si elles viennent   à 20 heures, elles verront Hélène.


