Le plus-que-parfait

It is used to describe a completed action that took place before another action in the
past.

Examples :
- J'avais déja mangé quand il est arrivé. | had already eaten when he arrived
J'étais déja sorti quand tu as téléphoné. I had already left when you called.

The pluperfect is also used in si clauses with the past conditional (see below) to

express a hypothetical situation in the past contrary to what actually happened:

- Si tu m'avais demandé, j'aurais répondu. If you had asked me, | would have
answered

- Nous y serions allés si nous avions su. We would have gone if we had known

Just like the passé composé, the pluperfect is a compound verb. It is formed with the
imperfect of the auxiliary verb (either avoir or étre) and the past participle of the
main verb.

Passé composé: Jai parlé =» Pluperfect: J’avais parlé

Passé composé : Je suis allé(e) =» Pluperfect : J'étais allé(e)

Passé composé : Je me suis levé(e) =» Pluperfect : Je m’étais levé(e)

Exercice 1
Put the verbs in between brackets in the pluperfect tense :

1. Il étaitenretard maisil ....ccccvevevevececceennnnee. la secrétaire. (appeler)

2. JE I'exercice quand la prof m’a interrogé. (finir)

3. Avant mon voyage a Lyon, j€ .....cceeeeeerricveerrenneenen. a Bordeaux. (aller)

4. Est-ce qUe U wvvvrvivieveveveeeceeae la legon lundi avant le test ? (lire)

5. Ele e ses clés avant de sortir. (oublier)

6. Nous étions fatigués car NOUS .......cccceeeverreveveinnnns tard le soir. (rentrer)
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