Questions

There are three ways of asking questions in French.
a. Raise the pitch of your voice at the end of any normal sentence/statement (Familiar/
Too informal and used mainly in spoken French)

Tu danses? You dance?

b. Put est-ce que at the beginning of any sentence (formal/familiar)
Est-ce que tu danses ? Do you dance?

c. Use inversion: invert the verb and subject pronoun, joined by a hyphen (formal)
Danses-tu ? Do you dance?

Note!
- When using inversion: if you are using the third person singular (il or elle) and the verb

ends in e, you have to add -t- between the verb and subject pronoun:

Il aime les films — He likes movies
Aime-t-il les films? - Does he like movies?

- When using inversion with 2 verbs (passé composé, future proche...), only the
pronoun and the first verb change place:

Vous avez aimé la cathédrale de Notre-Dame ? (pitch question)
Est-ce que vous avez aimé la cathédrale de Notre-Dame ? (Est-ce que question)
BUT !!! =»(inversion) : Avez-vous aimé la cathédrale de Notre-Dame ?

e Other question words
There are 6 main question words in French :

— Pourquoi why
— Pourquoi voulez-vous étudier les sciences ?

— Quand when
— Quand est-ce que vous faites du sport en général ?

— Ou where
— Ou allez-vous en vacances I'été ?

— Combien how much / how many



— Combien de fréres et de soeurs avez-vous ?

— Quiwho
— Qui fait les courses chez vous ?

— Comment how
— Comment allez-vous a I’école ?

(For the different uses of what, see grammar point 14)

Exercices
Find the two other questions for each of these sentences. (1 verb)

1. Elleviendraalaféte?

Exercice 2
Find the two other questions for each of these sentences. (2 verbs)

1. lls ont regcu ma carte postale?



4. Allez-vous rencontrer vos cousins le week-end prochain?
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